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erched atop a gently doping hill, the propenty
fairly embraces its panoramic view of the South
River. To the nght, the vista opens onto the
Chesapeake Bay and on a clear day, the Eastern
Shore takes shape in the far distance. Directly
scnms the river, ]!li-:.'[lll-l.'hl.lul.' vyt hars |:|'Fgr|.'-un

lawn meet the water in a peaceful tablea

This is the scene that a couple encountered when, after 15 vears
of leoking, they first glimpsed the plot of land in Annapolis that
would serve as their weekend recrear, Maturally, it was love ar first
!nilght —.H|1|1|||.|g|'| the 1.7-acre site was them home toa |Jl:b'.'|:1.'[|||: brick
rambsler thae rn'\'L'.LIr:Inr'-I:ca sliver of the views tr-c'_'.-'l:l:n-:l it walls,

Thie initial plan was 1o renovate, and I:]H.':.-' hiired l.'.hl_'r_l.'l Mahr,
a principal of Gardner Mohr Architects, for the jofx, Maohr de-
sCribes rwo l|'.‘u.r:l.'|.~~: Lo Creite waker views from as MANY FoOdms &5 pos-
sible and ro dl."‘\.iz{l:l the muost sustainable house the owners' l||||:|;|:|
wohd bear. When 1|'||.*'_|.' started :[g'lvin.;q inro the Progect, hiwerver,
it quickly hecame clear that the house was in terrible shape, “All
the extenior walls were unsound,™ Mohe iy, “It was like p|,|l|in|!_-|,a
thread on a sweater and the whole thing comes unwound, Tt was in
srructuaral fadlure.”

Aadd oo which, the cArCa-Tgias ¢ 'qign of the house was h‘rril'\-l:.‘
unappealing. Mohr was confounded by the lack of windows in the
riverfront home, *1ts like they bought howse plans and then builx
the house with no relarion to the view,” she marvels

St Speing, Mardlang, CONTRACTOR: CHARLIE BERUMNER, Birlmer Cormanaction,
Annapois, Mandand, INTERIOR DESIGN:E SUSAM EMNEGHT ANDERSDMN, ooy

Loncepts, ng,, AninaDoss. biandsnd
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5 decided o take the house down
v its foundation and then build back up from there, sustainably
aml with those remarkable vistas in mind. “They had their sighes
set on making the whole progect green and on captunng the spe-

Ultimately, she and her clic

feet from the water's edge. The variance was contingene on Mohr's
alliowred
her to add a partial second story, She and her ream deconstrueted
ructure so painstakingly thae the only parts of it

thee roof shingles and the carpet.

building within the existing home's foompring, though

WEFETL T I
I ohee finished, 7
froum & spaere, masdern setring that imvvites the ouesicle e, With |'|.;='Ir|

ssepre-foot house, drmatic views abound

iroam interior |.|L".|.1.;|:||:r Suzan Anderson r|:I'|nl::-ri.urE'i_nl.e_'J_'pTr._ Inc.,
ors af the main
lewnr, ".-I'.'ll.'-:'l‘l.n_l_.l. lemae '.Iunlu pieces that would noe impede the views,
cream-oodoned sectbonal From

W Sellees IO Credibe Sopa-

thse owvners cane U_g.' furneshed the nru.'n-phn inme

In the Iving room area, a sleck,
Anora Flome space with

rane 1'.'.;1I|H!'lii1|; -|'|1.t'_'|' i lu|!ﬂ.'l.| arouncd a prropane-powe el
fircplace encased in Venetian plaster with a stainbess-steel chimney.
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The sdjorning dining area flows into a kitchen lined with Poggen
pohl cabisetry and Caesarstone countertops. A separate family
room, walk-in |J:|n:l ry andd foyver kead off from there. Floor-to-ceil-
ng wincloms span the entire e arey overlook ing_r_h:_- warer, with
a dheck big enough to house areas for borh relaxation and dining

1he master suite al ; s the main Hoor— ideal for one-
level livimg when the homeowners eventually retire. Upstaies, four
e clirosnnes —
daughrers when they vasit. On the base

h with a water view —accommasdate three grown

't level where the origi-

nal sreecture cemained with the asdation, an OPEN TeC rom

uJunE_ with a second r':lmilg.' roickm il SEpArnre caregakors” apart-

oof the river,

stainability poals, Mohr cmbraced myriad
ETEY CONSCNS
ot d-source heat JrLETSS & solar |:l|'|u-

ment all enjoy their own vi
Tormieer her clients’ 5
green desipn strategics fio

mial hearing and cooling

10, iﬂ-i.lllr.l'il:'lb

k mto the ;_.:l::||.|'. a hylranse
ant oo hl.'-ll.lr'lj:I; piery; an wlira-etfcent |1|.1i|||||:|.|_.§ skin of
!r.rrrl:.'||-:l1.'|'|;r1||.'-l':r|:r.' Fr!_g.'\\'um |, solid ||-::-|:.'~.|::|.'r¢-nr and foam-insulaned
walls amd roof; and I:riph.- coated bow-E I_EIJ'."L
( :||,'II."I'.IIFII." sk g|1|:1 and windows ‘F.\Il!«]!l:r' natural venrilation

deep overhangs block summer sun while admicting wineer r2




- B | guests can gather inside around

~ “The owners had their sights set on
naking the whole project green and capturing
1e specialness of the site.” —crervi Mok

(ol " e,
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. The homegwners and ther

' a custom dindng table, or raise
the glass-paneled garage dasr to
enjoy an al fresco meal (oppasite).
Crverhead, the slats of a woodsn
support Structune lead the eye
teaward the door to the deck.
Abowe it on the upper leved (this
page). the halhway provides &
Iird™s eye view of the living room,
the deck and the pocl—with the
river just beyond.




W ater for domestic use is heared on demand with a propane tank-
less water heater, and Jow-flow plumbing fixtures have been in-
stabled throughout the house. A 2 goo-gallon underground cistern
catches raimwater as it runs off the burrerfly roof thas Maohr de-
signed for that sole purpose; the water that's collected is used 1o
replenish the swimming pool and irngatc the property.

Exterior steel supports were hot-dipped and galvanized rather
than coated with toxic paines, Silica-treated TimberS1L and fir wsed
in construction are bow in VOCs as are all other finishes, inssde and
out, Mon-teede, recyelable polvethylene pipes were used throughous
in s of those made of resource-intensive copper of toxic PVC
Mohr installed smart thermostats in each noom (o COnsenie Cergy.

The archirect also had to meet the demands of building m a
storm-prone emvironment with the potential for high winds. “The
most challenging aspect of the whole project was getting all che
windows we wanted while meeting the county’s requirements,”
Mohr says. All solid corners are constructed with plywood as well
as drywall and anchored in concrere to provide stability for the
walls of windows that the owners craved.

hutsiche, the cxisting swimming pool has been retiled and a new
skate patio installed, A retaining wall keeps the pool and decking
*from slipping into the South River,” says Mohr, The owners' plan
i 10 groaw mative sea grasses on the shope down to the warer to pre-
vent erosion. “This is a wonderful place ro just be,” says the wife,
sitting in her lving room with what seems like an emilless expanse
of blue water before her. “It's exactly what we wanted.” @

Photographer Keumeth M. Winer is fased m Tinkomr Pk, Marylard,
SEE PAGE 1R0 FOR RESOURCES
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in Mohr's opan design plan (left), the kitchen leads to the family room while the living roam area 0pens to the madter
bedroom (above). The sleek master bath (balow) is clad in porcelain tile with Peggenpohil cabinetry and frosted-glass
doors that conceal the shewer, Mohs creatod visual interest throughout the heuse by wsing sliding panets on ralling
tracks a5 diors.
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