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ater, essefitlal w life
feeds the soul as well
as the body, It has a
mystical  lure  with
mragEes of foamy while
WIS I.'f.l.‘\-hlll.;.!' 1 A

sanely shore, wetlanids

teeming with  Life
amidst the tall grasses, perhaps a gentiy rolling river,
or a quict shimmerning ke that chums in an oncod
ingz storm. This primal dew oo water has held s e
||11.:||||.‘-||n||| the history of mankind. It s noowondes
that creating a beautifol home by this essential life
LelE i ALETRCs S0 TTEENY.

Desigmers Arlende riteos and Cathenne Belkos
have decorated two impressive waterinont [ mes—
one in the company's hometown of Annapolis and
another on an island off the coast of southern North
Carolina—that capture the unique tenor aiiil Eccen-
ity af each locale, The designers underscored the
s snatlivies and charactenstics of each hame, which
hear litle resemblance in the way land meets water
aried the way light is distinctively absorbed and reflect-
gid. Fach home is exceptional: vet there are similari-

tes i thedr ulimane sivies,

Tuderior Desigm: Arlene Criteos and Catherine Belkoy,

Interior Concepts, Inc., Annapolis, Marviand

Annapolis Tradition Today

L sire==11 ETANS, rees and shrmbbery meet the calim Y-

bl water of a South Biver tributary, the site of a i
diticnal house with a coasial ambiance. A deep-wates
ok |:-|-|'-.||'|-e'~u refuee for substantial boars, The woodd
and stone facade, combined with a steep shinghed
risol dotbesd with dormers, foretells a climate af snoas
and e altermaing with hest and homidin

Ihe dicor is desyrned s i D LI|-1“|' (i shionweiase

the view. “Since there is soomuch glass, we didn 't wani
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o comipscie with thie outside,” savs Criteos, Shie select-
ed neutral tones, mushroom to gray o beige, “foggy
colors to allow the landscape to come through.”

Yet the abundance of neorals can easily becomse
bland, "1 think the heart pine floors add total
warmth,” Criteos says. “The floors are the anchor o
all these non-descript colors, They are not only
warm in color but varegated and distressed, so they
hiwe movement.”

Her chosen fabrics reveal texmire and subile pat-
term, not matching but harmonizng. In the Gumily
rosm she accessorized the Henvedon sofa with pil-
lows of hand-woven texiile from a remote village in
Colombia. An old, wooden, hand-carved um rests on
the cockmil tible as "rontemporary shick™ contrasts
with “rusticated primitive.”

Juxiapositions and melding of period and sivle fow
through the house with clean and contemporary
lines meeting pedigree and tradition. It relaes o
country traditional with hean pine foors and maaltple-
prece crown moulding: and then there is a wtal jux-
tapasition with a clean, contemporary, artistic flair 1w
the furnishings,” savs Critzos.

The homeowner savs, “1 Iived in San Francisoo for
almast 13 vears and had a lot of furmiture that was
reflective of that kind of living, which was much more
contemporary with high ghoss and steaight lines=aned
| was loath 1o give some of it up. Then when I bought
this house, clearly a Tidewater house, with these com-
forable old pine Moors and the wood and the stone,
the contemporary look didn’t fic Ardene wanted o
give my eye what 1 was looking for—the straight lines
andd the clean look but still make it compatible with
the house. She managed to find the middle ground,
keep me happy and make it look just beautiful.”

This blending of sivles begins in the fover, “There
i5 a pactdo-classical console mble in fruiwood with
twor antigque Venetian lanterns and in the niche is g
picce of contemporary art glass,” explains Criteos,

In the dining room, armchairs from Henredon,
hinting a1 a traditional wing-back stvle, are uphol-
stered with a simple, contemporary boxed skirt, Side
chairs have only the slightest eurve. 1 think the able
in the dining room is the architecturil statement. We
just let the power of the scale of the mable be the
weight of the room.”

T wanted my house 1o be elegant, but that wasn 't
my first consideration. | wanted it to be comforahble,”
says the homeowner. She wants people 1w put their
feet up and children w spread their wys about the
Moor. Tes o house for family and mends. And she s
generous abou sharing her home for charitable
events. From guests al elegant dinners or receptions
to children at an Easter egg hunt, evervone is com-
fortable i this Tidewater house,
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Pillowws made from handavoven. Colombion
Jubric play aguinst the claxic softn and
armchairs in e lghtfilled fauily room.




An Island Paradise

Loeatee] on an exclusive prvate sland off the south-

CIm Coasd |.|j "'I:Ell'l:]l t..n.lll:llil'hl., t]”“a hl!l.l‘h:"[llr I'“r"l[' i_\.
blessed with a more temperate clime. To the east,
waves fap on the broad band of white sand, filling in
and taking away for an ever<changing shoreline as
stovms and tides do their work. On the west side of
the skand, wetland grasses give way to calmer waters
lor north- and south-bound vessels passing through
ihe Intracoastal Waterwy,

The house is sited on a point with three divergent
views of water juxtaposed with the stately clipped and
pruned entrance. It's a grand house of rounded hal-
conies and halustrmdes, of towers and cupolas and a
gracious curved stircase,

Belore Arlene Criteos and her Interior Concepis
crew got hold of i, the house was decorated in the
formality of another e, The new owners wanted
something less lurvluulnu-;. a comlorgible hodne that
respected the classical clements so prevalent in the
architeciure, The very scale of the house, with its
lrge rooms and high ceilings, presented both 2
bonus and a challenge. Critzos and her weam elimi-
nated the formality while retaining the sophistication
the house deserves,

The expansive living area is divided into seating
arcas with a step up (o a room within a room, one for
mntimate chatter with two unparalleled views. The
designers dmped the windows simply, with sheers fil-
tering light from hot summer rays. Hung just below
the moulding, the draperies both emplusize the
height while bringing the room inte a human scale—
a seemingly contradictony application.

Four curved-back chairs swivel o ke advantage of
the everchanging rays bouncing off the water and fil-
tering through the hindscape. A round able from
Maitkind Smith adeds panache as it emphasizes the cir-
cle within a squeare configuration. “The able is unigue,
dark, made ol trec beirk with a Fosstlized I sirng
together with iron,” explains Critzos, Undemeath she
pliced an English garden ball as shape plavs agains
shape and architecture and décor intertwine.
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In the dining room, dark bloe dmperes .;-|||_F_|'||_|1i.-|-
the @ll windows and ceiling heigh. Critzos calls i
“cadet blue,” uwsing an adjective reflecting  hes
Annapolis base. A chest from Niermann Weeks pairs
a painted finish of this same cader Blue with naiural
winel for an informal |.ll|:||-|||. A large oval table s
stimoiinded by comfortable, upholstered anmchairs
i ebony; curved backs link them o the shape of

the table.

IThe master bedroom is bursting with soft textores,
Furnishings are upholstered in chenille, the sky hlue
divet in mw silk. The designer updaied the halloon
wing-bick chair from Henredon by upholsiering it in
a contemporary abnc, An-ooversized mirror behind
an antique English walnut table adds up-to-the-
mimite fain

Critzos and her team focused on comfort and e
abality wath a ||l:'1'|:- and genial bow e the view
Antigues are paired with contemporary as the design-
s |||,|'|. afl the claskical elements of the architeciire,
Fabncs are luxunous, free of excessive patiern, vet
rech in wexire, They whisper to one another a5 1o
retmin the calm. In this tdmely redao [T RS anl
stuffy haes been replaced with fresh and chic 1o under-
soore somme Oof the best naure pus fonh

I e=ach home, Critos 1-:'I||||-e'|-e'~|| irachinon with clen-
er lines; she Eept the indmviduadity of each as she empha-

steed matere’s beanty where water feets the land. €
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