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Garden Charm in Bethesda
Arts and Crafts Revival
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Designers at HOME

gner Arlene C rtzos’
L RS o |
new home on Whiteha
Anna po lis not only

talents but als

Vrefuleviz Dave Riegel, Ricgel Design Studio, Severna Park.
Marvland
Hseilder: Lundberg Builders, Stevensville, Marvland

fntrmor e Arlene Criteos, Interion Concepts,

Annapolis, Marviand
|rﬂ|'|||.r'.|.-.'l||u Vrelietectuere: B “|.II|I|:h1I|. Arnald, Mardand
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To adhieve on Old World Evropecn style, Arlene Critzos chose o combination of
slucco ond stone with brick occents lor her sprawling extote home on Whitehall
Croek in (these pages). Lush gardens occentuate the aleng
with omple mﬁgluﬂrﬂtnmﬁn&ﬂmmﬁ-

antigue French walnet door (opposite) some 15 and it im 54
hoping to utilize it semeday. Pt s o
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i sy that Arlene Criteos is an avid collec-
o would be like '~.'n'.i||.,: 1 i;,'_1'| Wonids is &
good golfer, or that Gandhi was a nice
guy, Finding things, beanaful things, »
what drives her: 1's what she's great ji—
ma et frissicn Take her 1Eth-century
Eh-l;_{i.ﬂ; wapesiry, [or |\..|.|||'|||-|', which i
her prior home could not be viewed in its entirety because no

wall was large enough o display it Then there is the set of

.|r|ri-|-|||- French doors from the miscl-1800k. that she |.r|ll.||.',hr. il

auction some ight vears before she even thought about buikd-
ingz a home, docors o desperate necd of nestoron. 7 thoughi
o roysell, T have no idea what 1'm going to do with them, b
someckay ['m odne to do someething, ™ Criteos recilks,

Thau something has since morphed inio a |.-','.'HH|-ﬂ||.|..IJr-

foot “Oid-World European”™ waterfront docam home nesar

136

Annapofis for a woman who knows how (o dream big
Criteos w the founder and president of Interor Conoepis
a -person interior design firm with clients scaitered
throughout the United peg o the kv slesent fhat

Suites and abroaed, m e of the hamg wrs
mapEsiry

warnied i

Asia, Europe and the
Middle Eost. Shi is o
stranger o large-scale
projects. S50 when
came tme to Fehion a
place for hersell, ' her
husband John and their
twis soas, she knew i hacd
o b G space built from
the groond  up, o ool

merely decoraed.







“We wanted 1o create a fimily home,™ sivs Critzos, =and |
wanted o be able w express my @lents in something tha |
could share, Every other hiome [we livid inl was a3 il
home and 1 decorated i This home was ereated ™

Indeed. virmally evervihing in the home was either
designed by Criteos—the mahoganvand-iron wine eelli
b, the FILI'-IL'! firx |I-|.1l i i the family rosomm, thae rlisiressi=el
dining rowom table—ar found by her from thie Fremch walnui
tront door salvaged from a Boston public libeary o the old
lhetan bed she converied inte a2 colfee whle 1o the
Hungarian trough-turmed-sink m b pewdler room

The home was also designed around Criteos's lifestybe

She and her hoshand

5 Tl ¥ 1 i
enlercim Freguenthy.  he madl bsemal of ol ihe momn, B i
T o oy T ———
Wmost eviery wittkedid i COIM F e EToL0eg " fCing el
;'-'_" ol .;'_-_' L] r'.l_-."_ 120 | wanl vibros

the summer, flends amnd .
(il Nev'e 3w
I'““'h Visil, '““I' ILs cregm |'-".:,=: f M OnL .|!||._--_-,-'_:';;.-'_'

e il:'-lll'\ o T=shirrs |-|._.|Il by EuiupEe, v yins i

= - NS I
anel lots of wiler activi- 8 d gccent pleces. “1've mived o slesl 10
£ N Ediir oad Brare are wam
ties,” she spvs. But b W0 Lses XY, o Rl
pieted & wedl " the painly ool
coaler months, the one |
bt | averyit

becomes more formal

with sit-down dinners.
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“MY TASTE IS SO DIVERSIFIED.
| LOVE THE CLASSICAL BUT | ALSO LOVE THE
CONTEMPORARY AND THE CLEAN, THE TODAY
FINISHES,” ARLENE CRITZOS SAYS.
“MIX AND USE WHAT YOU LOVE. IT CAN
ALL WORK TOGETHER AS LONG AS
YOU UNDERSTAND SCALE
AND BALANCE.”

The living room is the most formal space in the home, with
its neutral color palette and a varew of furniture and an
picors from different periods and countries. ICs the ideal
pl;l.rr Four F;m-lh o n:.n_qrﬁg:l.h-. 4.--.'|1-|'r'|.;.|.||1' |.1u1~:i1|.-|:-r'i11g the
enormous windows that give way 1o spectacular water views,

Although the elegant dining room, with a large mahogany
table for ten and a cory European-inspired décor, s usially
IZII.I_" fesaam ol 1]1-:-i.-| e fior ilammeile J.::I!l:ll': s with I::ir:hti:q..
Criteos will sometimes opt 1o host larger functions in the bil-
liard room, which can seat upwards of 94 guests by adding a
few skirted round ables and covening the billiard Gible with
] 1.-.-',1||||.||: lnp. '|1'\. H RN he) ] [T rq_'.|||1.' 1':'~|:Iillli|-‘r.- L=EE Y i,
The recm exudes warmith with its deep bues, plush uphol-
stery and gabled ceiling with solid wood beams. Agmin,
Cnizos opts for a plethora of styles for this room, rom an
¥l Waorld 1'i|1'||!;||:1' tis Cathie -:'|:|h|1||'ﬂ|. windows, canille
sticks and lamps. Accent pieces, too, span the globe, from
France to the Southwest. “There are bots of sivles in here,”
shie says, “and it st all works.

"l-||r IJIIIII reallv 11‘g:||:| withi the French :hnrn.' aclmits
Cnitzos, “Because they're 124ect-all, vou needed a 17-foan
wall to carry them. John and [ knew we wanited a grean
rocam/ billiand room concept on the mein floor, We thoaghi
the doors would be a Eresil illl1ti|.'l fraoam |'i'|i11:..;_ P il
greal room,” she says, 50 the doors, along with the tpestry
and a mrn-ol-the-century English fireplace, were “key ele-
mmennis thoat dirove the architecisme, ™

Bv thee time she cofntndted architecy Deive Hiq'j.;l.'l. Criineos
had the blocks of rooms already Bpured out, *1 knew | wani-
ei the lwang room in the mididle of the house,” she s,
“because 1 know if it's on an end it never gets used. When

it's in the middle its the hub—and 0 went from (here.

The 12-Foci-high French dooes seperatiag the lrving room oné balliard rosm oouslly
drove the archilecture of the enfire home bemusa they requined o 17-fool wall fo cerry
them. Aevoeding i Critzes, the doors exhibil the very rere “slvered” fom of arl, oed
obhough the glers we in perfeit tondiion when the beught them of ouction_ the iron
ord wosdetrk required poimtoking restoration. After femal sif-dowa dinner, the
couple ofien imies guests indo e bilierd room for dessen ond ofter-dinner drinks.

T e, SN2







David Rivgel teok my blocks and ereated this architecnore,”

Another 1.1':!- clement Critzos insisted upan was the inclie
sioe of @ logeia. ©1 hike them,” she sivs, *1m balf Dalkin and

hall Crermman. [ studied a lot in B LUT amcl lived ihere [or a2

peereed ol my hidie, and so the influence does come through

In's what woou see sind e it's what becomes familian A log-

I 1S BN i1lﬁt a hiallway; it becomes a |.:.1|:|1'| v, o haoldin B tank.

il vou will, for ar”
Caritros is @ firm beliover in sarmounding hemself with wha

she loves; the result i o home that's warm and Friendly—

i il i!ll'r: willi Eammily plstos and oollectibles thai oruly

mean something, 1 was an equesirian and love horses,”™ <h
savs, a0 we have a Bibr amount of them amound the honse
[1°s part of creating q real hoome.™ She s also mor afaid o jox.
LApasE Vil THINL tvpees o hurniture and sivles. "My iaste 8050
iliversified. | love the classical bat | also love the comtemppeo

rary and the clean, the wday fimishes,” she o=, “Mix and
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use what vou love, It Gin all work weether as long as you
III|I‘|l.':I'\I:.I vill seale l||I||. ||.|'|.n.rl.| |___

Fineling a plece vou sdore and Bguring out a way to use it
certmnby became a mana for Crigeos throughoat the basild-
ing process, “This is what staned the kitchen,” shie says, smil-
g and pointing to an okl French bateher's counter from
the lme 17008 that now houses her kiichen sink, “When |
bought this, it was Iving in two pieces. It had, honest o
goslnesa, an eiphith of an inch of lavered painL Yiou oould
DO see mny carvings; itwas so thick with paint. For whateves
Femsn, | loved af. | bought it and stripped it and now s
its original sure. | used up a major amount of kitchen cabs
net spece by s i bae 1 didn’s really cooe,”

The mother of two energetic bovs, ages 11 and 13, Criteos
w also stead st m the noton thae a home shonlbd be lived in
I really don'n ke howses i become shrnes,” she sos

“This is a very active house, So one of the key things for me
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wias that every Boor fimish is varicegated
or matiled, Weeods are all distressed o
aged. The fomily room has a Door
can =0 o harm ever,”

With nearly 10 acres o |'||,|1. with
abong Whitchall Creek, Criteos sageb
makes the most of her geography
Wiorking with Laneds M hitiect Erig
Blamphion. she set out iwo criteria fog
the gardens. “T wanted half formal and
Tealf moor,” shoe sovs, S there are some
willlowsw, unstruemired |I:I1I:I;._"k. el I|||_'|:||
there's struciure.”

She entersins oandoors so in addi-
on i a pool and oudoor fireplace
mear the man home, there s a series
of wrraces by paer ares and beach,
with grills aned logs o Gildes For week-
enil gettogethers. The backyard land-
scape wis also planned so that a large
tent, along with a ninnel walkway from
the home, could be set up for more
formal gatherings. “It's all in the plan-
ning,” she sus “People are not organ-
el enough o stant thinking sehaoal
how they're going o live unl iUs oo
Llate. Ohrganize the pln Bu in advance,
that s the kv You can change the col
ors viou want and vou can change the
fuirnitiire, Bl vou sl :'I:.;qngq- ithe
Evvoat, vour cmn’t ehange the Life,”

Evenn with her hectic sachedule
Critens stll Bnds tgme 1o pursie anoth-
er passion: gardening, Near the fromt
entrance o the home s her vegetille
and herb garden. “We eat out of it
fromm - suEerse s il _f.ll:l.l:l:lu\_" \.|||- s,
amel adds this garden was the first
ph.l'-l.' al construction  because ey
had 1o move owr of  theh PrEvicns
hiovime and she insisted on transplant
ng her established rmspherry and blue-
bsirrry bnishas,

|‘:||||: of this ;.:.l:li!‘ll:'n. W, 19 3 |||-:u'|.|'5.|
potting shed, a charming  struciune
Criteos is prowd o discuss, “This was
really an obld roadsede sheed thsr 1
refised t6 throw oui,” she beams “1
fomamel very ald wood, 75 10 80 vewrs odil

traom an obl o, and 1 oovered "
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“OITHER THAN ART,
I'M FINISHED. I'M HAPPILY
FINISHED,” CRITZOS SAYS.
“IT'S VERY HARD TO DO
YOUR OWN PROJECT. IT'S
' MUCH EASIER TO WORK FOR
ﬁ A CLIENT WHERE YOU CAN BE
3 TOTALLY OBJECTIVE. O
'ii" COURSE, YOU'RE ALWAYS
EMOTIONALLY ATTACHED
| ! BECALISE YOU CARE ABOUT
. | . * THE PROJECT, BUT WHEN IT'S
1 e ! YOUR OWN HOME, YOU
KNOW THE WHOLE WORLD 1S
OUT THERE."”

—

A *Fovesite™ place For the eniire Criteos Tomiy, e
pafie/sunreom [appesite fop end fop lehi) is o semonsl
pleasute, I spis b B ouldeor fireplam ond posd, an
orea filled wilh guests olmas) evary weelend in the
spring ond summer. & Tarmer equesinian, (ritres
spolights borses mroughont ber hame. The patio meeal
(opparite botlom) wos issplrsd By 0 tows square in
Solrburg Airkria, whare |Bth-tanhury ponels depictieg
harses see on dislay, Artis from Wamodk Stedies,
who did the deceenfive penting througheat (ritros’s
hame, resreabed the moge dwenl cregiures. Criknes
workes wili londsoope archiledt Eri Blampin B2
comibrud 6 formel gordes ared thel complements hes
hame's Old Werld ..‘r|r end divplovt ke malleghion of

sculptures and antique finiak: Bottam lei)






RESOURCES

FOYER

| Ph-Cendury Erﬂ'-gil.'lﬁ Eopesiry & Candle Piers from F W, Woobworth's
Mewpart Homae:

HALLWAY

Custom- Dﬂ'la--:':"'l-l:'d Plostaread ity G | T { Al
Anbique French Table & Two Anfigus Veration Chairs L.Iplmlpcrn-d in
Suade

UVING ROOM

18- CEﬂh-"!':f' Chvor-Soobed ff'rg":]'l Sala Upholsiered in Coramel Viohest
with Silk, Venetion 1 Bth-Century Table 'With Marble Top, Sideboard
with Cuslom Marble Top & Antique Sculpture e

BILLIARD ROOM

Red Woal Soln Pillersy: Loathesr Tag .4

DINING ROOM

Decorodive Poinking: VY b Siud A f Cuskom Infosd
-ﬁnllruu Frem-:h Empire Chandelier

‘[:":unlg Table: A

KITCHEN

Custom Flosier Fireplooo D(-;.gn 1 eer
Fireploce Fabescahion

PORCH [PAGE 144, TOP)

I ®th-Contury Window o3 Art & Cver-Scaled Marble Serving Toble

.. Platier Hood &

OUTDOOR LOGGIA [PAGE 144, BOTTOM)

Horse Murol Scene & Handpasnted Ceiling: Vamoch
DIMNIMNG AREA (PAGE 145, TOP)
Engj.n_.h Form Table: Cre Twig Fixtums e ey e
MASTER BEDROOM
Antique French Chandeler Conopy & Dropes

8, R h by Durodes: Sobo & Chaise:
i Peoaningion, DO Cackiol Table: 1
GUEST ROOM
Baddine: halion Hard Emibe Andique Side Teble & Ochne
Hondpainted Bad: C
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