Modern Living
in Bethany Beach

French Style

Catch a Wave
In Florida

Guide to 59 new
waterfront communities

Bright ideas for
shoreline living
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FAMILY TRADITION

Blending the past with the present, architect
Robert Hammond turned a narrow Annapolis lot
into a waterfront haven for parents and kids

By Edward Gunts
Photography by Anne Gummenrson

Aemapols archinect Robert Hommand (obave, left] designed o shingle-style howse for Stephanie and Tom Bedord (above] on Lake Ogleten with o wide batk
porch {oppee) end o master suie bakony fronting the water Gambrel roaks and dormer windows reduce the home's apporent size.

n most neighborhoods, there's one
house where evervhody wanis 1o hang
out. The place to be in the waterfront
community of Bay Ridge. part of
Annapolis, Maryland, is the home of
Stephanie and Tom Bedard and their
three young sons, Brett, Benjamin and Beau, With a
big back porch overlooking Lake Ogleton, it is where
kids come to play lacrosse or swim, and grownups
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stop over for cookouts and weekend beer blasis.
Water-related features range from a tmmpoline that
floats in the kke 1o a dock for o boats. “Tcs all for

Architecture: Robert G, Hammond, ALA, Hammond
Wilson Architects, Annapolis, Maryland

Interior Design: Cathy Belkoy, Interior Concepts,
Annapolis, Maryland
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From the street, the three-sory hovse presents o quiet, asymmeirical front {spposite) with gombrel reefs. Inside the rurved boy froming the recewsed antrancs
& @ library (obeve) thal doubles & o guest room.

them,” says Tom Bedard, the owner of a human
resources firm, referring to his sons, ages 11, B and 5.
“We have a ball here. We have as much fin as they do.”
The door is always open to friends and visitors, adds
Stephanie, a stay-at-home mom., “We're very casual. We
love it here. Our neighbors are our best fnends.”

Designed by Annapolis architect Robert G.
Hammond of Hammond Wilsan Architects, the
5, 5Mksquare-foot house is the Bedards' second resi-
dence in the same locaton. It replaced a 1980s con-
tempaorary that was damaged by Hurricane I[sabel in
2003, The Bedards had lived in Bay Ridge since 1996
and came to love bath the community and the water-
front setting, a quiet cove near where the Severn
River meets the Chesapeake Bay, just minutes from
the heart of Annapolis.

Knowing that their first house wasn't designed o
withstand flooding, but wanting w remain in the
neighborhood, they had started planning a replace-
ment even before the old one was damaged. Under
Maryvland's “critical area”™ requirements, they were
allowed 1o erect a new home on the property as long
as n 1'nlll|r|i1.'|:| with the stane’s |:_'|_=||||;:!i{r|n for flood-

prone areas. According to Hammond, one of the
toughest challenges was accommodating the Gimily's
space needs while keeping the house in scale with the
neighborhood, "It's all about connecting the inside
with the waterfront,” he explains

The Ta-oorwide-byv-280Hoot-long lot, with the nar-
row end facing the lake, limited the architect’s
opnons for maximizing exposure to the water, At the
same tme, a county height limit stipulated that the
replacement house had 1o be less than 35 feer wmll,
limiting the ceiling heights on any given level. To
complicite matters even maore, one of the side vards
was considered part of the flood plain because it con
tained a tidal marsh, further reducing the area where
a house could go. Hammond, who has designed
maore than 50 waterfront residences in and arcund
Annapolis, came up with a threestory house that
appears rooted in the land even as it rises above the
flood zone, and incorporates three sump pumps and
ather measures to keep food waters ot

From the street, the shinglestvle house presents a
refatively subdued face with a curved wall partialk
frammg a recessed entrance, The most distinctive fea-
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ture is the gambrel roof, which s acwally comprised
of two gambrels intersecting at YW-degree angles like
a cructforme Hammand 1"q.|:-|..tir:|~\. that he chose he
sloping forms because they offered a way 0 provide
“more volume™ under the caves while enabling him
to break down the apparent mass of the building.

I'he back side opens up w the water with generous
porches extending the lhvang space outdoors and
large windows letting in light and views: To avoid
nutking the house a stark gi.ﬁi bese, thie architect
shaped the facade into a series of shilting planes and
recessed the windows under the eaves and behind
columns and railings to minimize their visual impact.
This Fagade is the more formal of the two, svmmetri-
cal compared o the smdied assmmetry of the street
side. “The idea was to put the main living areas on the
back o take advantage of the water views.”
Hamumend 1'!|lf.lil|.\-. “The bhack is sty the fron,
|I'|I' Wiy W IiH!lh. sl il, [: I'I;‘l"i- i | Hl L ]} 1.[-'.'““

Inside, Hammond worked with interior designer
Cathy Belkow of Interior Concepts in Annapolis (o
Creale 4 progression ol Spices, 'h.r.,||!:i||j_= with less fre
cquiently tsed rooms that don't need waterfront views
and ending with everyday rooms that rely on them.
From the front door, a hallway extends past a library
that doubles as a guest bedroom. [e leads woa dining
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A corving stuirwoy (oppesite] provides o geociows fronsition from the living spaces ea the First floor 1o the bedrooms and kids' playroom on the second flose In
the family room of the back of the bowse, o comer Fireploce enchors o conversation orea and wood cobinets cnceal o buili-in home entertinment center. Trim
aned woodwork imspired by houses i New Englond and eolors camplementary o the Chesapeake Boy enhance reenforioble troditional Fenishings.
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i i i - . Y . large, open spoce mext o the
kitchen (apposite, tog), which wos designed by Blve Heree Kikchen & Bath Design Ceates in U dining areas oecupy o arge, Opel spove nex
tedings ond corpets rother thoa wolls that would black water views Design Center in Upper Marlbaro, Maryland. Each function & diffarentiated by coffered
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area that has been comverted 1o o hilliard room and @

gently curving stairway to the bedrooms upstairs. Past
||“- LIS, .hr' Ih'lu?ﬂ:' “l‘l.:ll.'”"l [} :"I-I:"'«I.'IIJLI 11!”'-1'["“‘“4".
ATeas, 4 I|1!1lli|.'1 b IR andl @ l.l:l;_r||;'. e kitchen. The
vanous functions are differentiated by coffered ceil-
ings, area rugs and furndture arrangements cither
than walls thar woold have Blocked water views. The
result is a space that can be used as several distinct
areas or one lan RS LR ] thian \.r:li“\. cindtsiele.

Cm the second level, the water side is reserved for
a master bedroom suite, including a study, a sining
arca and a halcony, Also on this level are the sons’
bedrooms and  their combination  plavroom  and
study area, which boasis the colors and Terrapin logo
of the University of Marviand, where the Bedards met
a5 undergrads. Along one side is a “lcrosse wall,”
I:il"-i]."ﬂt'd =0 the bovs can throw :|I'.I.||=-.'I._1.:.Illlhi 1. “Nleost
parents would say “don’t play ball in the house,”™ Tom
I:Iu.'-:I.er ir ) o _'lu'l-q.' ETVCONITIR I!.-

Though stately and well organized, this is also a
playful  howse with whimsical touches. On the
third level, for example, a “dead zo0” displays siuffed
lioms aned other wild animals that Stephanie’s grand-
Father shot while on safari in Afrce The pest of this
flexible, attic-like space is a play area for the kids. I
prowidles access 1o a roof deck that offers views rang-
g from Marviand's domed capitol to the twin spans
of the Chesapeake Bay Brdee

The Bedards, who are in their late 30s, kept linde
from their previous residence, asking Belkoy o select
furnishings that would hold up 1o heavw wear while
fitting in with the traditional character of
Hammond's architecture. The interior designer
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Fromed by columes, o wide porch with rocking chairs {these pages} overlocks the bock lawn and boats in the lake. An infermal dining area off the perch
{opposite) incorporates o window that serves os @ pass-throwgh from the kitchen. Frendh doors framing the sesnd-floor master bedeoom (Following pages)
apen bo o bokeny with sweeping wolerside views.
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responded by creating a look that she calls “updated

tralitional, with an English country feel.” In selecting
room colors, the Bedards were inspired by the archi-
tecture of Namucket and Vermont and gravitated
toward rooms with pale, creamy yellows accented by
crisp, white trim. They were also drawn o the whea
tones of tidal grasses around the Chesapeake Bay and
the Muegreen hues of Lake Ogleton. “They wanted
the house to feel like it belonged on the shores of the
Chesaprake Bay” Belkov savs. “Those porches are
great outdoor living spaces. They almost feel like
virid e on the deck of a boar.”™

Since mawing in last spring, the Bedards have
added their own rouches, incliding a fire pit near the
water s edge and lcrosse pets on the lawn, One of
their fyvorite spots is an informal dining area off the
hack |'.Iﬂ!1.'h, where i keg of beer is abwins on tip. "We
like to be prepared,” Tom Bedard explains, Yo

never know when someone is going to drop by” &

Felward Gunis i the awhitecture entie of The Baltimore
Sun. Photographer Anne Cummersen is based in
Halifmone.
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